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Inception of the church:

he church was transformed by the Lake-

side Baptist Church. On January 30, 1982,
the church borrowed to meet in the morning at the
Brookside Baptist Church. At that time, the church’s
Chinese speaking congregation consisted of Pastor
James Wu and his wife, Brother Phillip Soohoo and
his wife, Sister Angela Au-Yeung, Brother Thomas
Wong, and Brother Henry Fong and his wife. The
numbers in the congregation increased rapidly, and
later Pastor Chung Yan Tse and Pastor Glenn Chan
volunteered to join the minister team forming a small
church, yet with many ministers to serve the growing
congregation.

Restrictions of the church:
We borrowed the location at Brookside Baptist
Church for services. The Chinese speaking congre-

i t I G T S

1987 Brookside Baptist Church Chinese speaking congregation

gation could use the building for 3 hours on Sundays,
no later than 12:00 p.m. We could not hold any of-
fice hours or services on weekdays. In addition to the
$200 monthly facility fee, the church recommended
we give them additional 20% of the collected tithes

- S

g

A Temple Established by God

© Rev. Glenn Chan.

each month. As the contract approaching to end,
they informed us to change our meeting time to 2:00
p.m. to 5 p.m. The Chinese speaking congregation
has become accustomed to the meeting schedule.
The Chinese speaking congregation found the new
conditions were unacceptable, so we started to look
for purchasing a building of our own.

Acquisition of the church:

After continuous prayer, we formed the build-
ing fund committee. They started to ask members
and other brothers and sisters shared common vision
to raise money for purchasing of our own building.
Praise the Lord, in less than 3 months, we already
raised $50,000. We then notified Brookside Bap-
tist Church to end the contract, and we registered
with the State of California under the name Chinese
Church of Christ in Oakland (later renamed to Oak-

land Chinese Christian Church) to operate as a sep-
arate church entity.

Relocation of the church:
During the time without a meeting place, Truth

(See page 13)




(From page 12)

Gospel Church was willing to let us use their build-
ing for service in the morning. We thank them very
much.

Later, we bought a commercial/residential
multi-use property about 2,000 s.f. at 2542 MacAr-
thur Blvd.in Oakland. The church had problem taking
out a loan from the bank, so we told the seller. Thank
the Lord, turned out the seller is also a Christian, and
she promised to borrow money to us directly, but to
add 0.5% interest. We experienced God’s grace for
the loan.

As the church continue to grow, we found the
original site is no longer suitable, and must be ex-
panded. We continually looking for a larger space.
Coincidentally, there was an old print shop for sale
at 2578-2582 MacArthur Blvd. in Oakland. After the
brothers and sisters looked at the building, we agreed
that God prepared this print shop for the church. It

The previous chapel at 2578 MacArthur Blvd.

is very suitable, but the asking price was $160,000.
After many negotiation, we purchased the building
for $128,000. Brothers and sisters made donation
and borrowed money for the church purchase. All
the purchase money is loaned or donated by
our brothers and sisters. Once the old building was
sold, we cleared the debts. Upon the completion
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we held our first Sunday service at the new loca-
tion.

The current church site at 1420 Santa Maria
Street, in San Leandro (named The Cross of Grace
Christian Church) was purchased by combining
savings from the building fund of the two church- |
es and the selling of the old Truth Gospel Church
building. Any shortfall was borrowed from the
congregation. Thanks to the Lord, we sold the
building on MacArthur Blvd. in a very short time,
and we were able to return the money borrowed
from the congregation. Pray that this current build-
ing be a temple of prayer, temple of evangelism
and temple of love.

Consolidation of the church:

Truth Gospel Church is like our sister church.
We have a very close relationship, helping each
other, loving each other, sharing the common vi-
sion to spread the gospel. More than 5 years ago,
the building was affected by the repeated torrential
rain, which caused leaking and flooding. The re-
pair was difficult. While the building was being
repaired, the two churches joined for Sunday ser-
vices. Afterward, the two churches suggested to
consolidate, accepting each other, and uniting one
accord in the Lord. Pray that we will work together
in harmony to spread the gospel, and to glorify the
name of the Lord.

Looking back, we see the Lord has a perfect
plan for the church. Indeed, it is the Lord’s grace.
We experienced in the past, and more in the future
to come.

Time wait for no one. Pastor Tse and pas-

tor Wu went home to be with the Lord. Sister Mo |

and Pastor Chan retired. Minister Yao, Pastor Siu,
Minister Liu and Pastor Fung resigned.

Current Pastor: Pastor Stephen Lee

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who
burld it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches
over the city; the watchman stays awake in vain. “
Psalm 127:1 [ESV]

"0 Lord, I love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells. “Psalm

of the transaction, we started the renovation of ,c.¢ [ESV]

the new building immediate-ly; mainly headed by
the young people, working on weekends and
holidays. We took several months to complete
the renovation. On Father’s Day in 1996,
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From Truth Gospel Church to
Cross of Grace Christian Church

O By Katherine Lee, Wendy Louie and Will Woo

fter several heavy rains between the end

of 2012 and beginning of 2013, the (
sanctuary of Truth  Gospel Church on '_ @ |
13th Avenue was flooded again and again, but 5y 2 3 o~
the root cause of the flood was “_%ﬁ'@g% %’LE’
undetermined. The church joined Oakland
Chinese  Christian  Church  for  Sunday
services,  while the building was |
undergoing major repairs from the water $
damage.  After the repairs were completed
in April 2013, the church moved back to the
original site for Sunday services. During this
process, the two churches proposed to
consolidate. On July 14, 2013, Truth
Gospel ~ Church  held the last Sunday
service at the 13th Avenue location. On July 21,
2013, the two churches consolidated and became
the new Cross of Grace Christian Church.

Cross of Grace Christian Church

In addition to the development of the ministry, the
church membership also gradually increased.
Unfortunately, Pastor Wong’s wife (Phoebe)

I - Looking back..... relapsed from cancer and was taken back O
“Jesus answered. ‘I am the way the truth and Heaven a few years later. Pastor Wong was heart-
the life... ”John 14:6 broken. In addition to leading the church, he had to

take on the parenting role of both mother and father
to three elementary school aged children. In 1978,
Pastor Wong decided to step down as the church
pastor, and moved back with his three children to
Houston, Texas where he was originally from.

Pastor Kent Wong started a church fellowship
gathering in 1968 in a friend’s home on 8th Avenue
in Oakland. The original core church members con-
sisted of six families. In 1970, Pastor Wong bought
the 1601-1603 13th Avenue site. It was a bar and a 2
stories house attached. He converted it into a small After Pastor Kent Wong left, the church bought
church. Pastor Wong lived with his family in the the property from him so that the church could con-
house on the second floor, while the basement was tinue to operate at the 13th Avenue location. At that
converted into classrooms. At the time, there were time, the family of Pastor Chung Yan Tse (Parents
groups of adults, seniors, youth and children attend- of current member Wayne Tse), Joy and Dep Chan
ing the church. The church used Cantonese and (3 couple who lived in Novato, CA), and Alice Eliz-
TaiShan dialect to serve the new immigrants, while abeth Lye Broaddus (a retired Chinese missionary)
youth and children were mainly English speaking. ~ continued to lead the church. Later, Pastor Glenn
The church had youth fellowships, prayer meet- Chan and his family came to the United States and
ings, Sunday school, Bible study classes and visi- joined the church leadership. As the church youth
tation groups. Church members were transported and children were growing up, a youth minister was
by the church Dodge Sportsman passenger van. On much needed. In 1978, Pastor Larry Moore and
July 7, 1971, Pastor Wong registered the church his family joined the church, ministering the youth
as ‘Truth Gospel Church’ with the State (See page 19)
of California to beginﬂop_erating officially.




(From page 18)

through junior high, high school and college.
After several years, the Moores left Truth Gospel
Church to minister at another church in Sonoma.
Consequently, the church was left without a pastor
to lead the group of young people. Without a
pastor, the youth had to support one another
which resulted in them rising up to participate in
ministry by leading Sunday worship, teaching
Sunday school, playing piano, translating for
sermons and other works. In 1982, Pastor Bill

Lee joined the church. A few years later both
Pastor Chan and Pastor Lee left and Pastor Tse
and his wife continue to shepherd the church.

The vital connection between Truth Gospel
Church and Oakland Chinese Christian Church be-
ganin 1982, when May Woo mmsss=—""
(my mother) was taking a
walk on MacArthur Boulevar

a gospel tract from the late
Pastor James Wu (the founder
of Brookside Baptist Church +§
Chinese speaking congregatlg \

which was later became Oakland

Chinese Christian Church). Pastor 5
Wu told her that the church had §
moved to the neighborhood and ! §

They were told that the church needed help with |

expanding their Chinese speaking ministry. At
that time, Pastor Tse was already leading Truth
Gospel Church, but he felt called to also help out at
Brookside. Eventually, Pastor Chan also joined
the pastoral staff at Brookside. God further
fortified the Brookside ministry in a miraculous
incident where Mrs. Lee and Pastor Tse’s wife met
Minister Dao Zhen Mo at a Pei Dao Alumni
Association event. Minister Mo was looking for a
church to serve, so they introduced her to
Brookside, where she joined the staff. Through
this new connection, Pastor John Zhang, Minister
Mo’s husband (parents of current member Lily and
Serene), was asked by Pastor Tse to join him in
shepherding Truth Gospel. Pastor Tse was gettlng

n&.,,d1d not have the energy to :

MERRY CHRISTMAS |
and 35th Avenue. She received HAPPY 2012

As a result, Pastor Tse and his wife and Pastor
Zhang and his wife served in the two churches
at the same time, spreading the gospel and
cultivating believers. In 1989, young people
from both churches gathered to form the !
Emmanuel Fellowship and the youth -choir.
The two churches also held outings, retreats
and  celebrations  of  Thanksgiving  and
Christmas together.

In 1991, the membership of Brookside
was growing. It was time to find a new building of
their own. During the remodeling of the new
building, the church borrowed the Truth Gospel
Church building to hold their Sunday services in the
morning, until the remodeling completed in July
1991.The church registered as ‘Chinese Church of
Christ in Oakland’ (in yr 2000, renamed to Oakland

Ch rch) Wlth the Stat of

Pastor Tse passed away in April
1988, served at Truth Gospel Church until
he was physically unable. Pastor John Zhang
and Pastor Tse’s wife continued to lead the
church. Truth Gospel’s membership started to
decline due to the aging population, and
young people moving to other cities to work,
live or study.

In 1999, Minister Mary Ma joined Pastor
Zhang to shepherd the youth and children at Truth
Gospel Church. Mary’s musical gift and love for
children led her to draw children to Jesus by
teaching them to play the piano and sing in the
children’s choir.

(See page 20)
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Truth Gospel Church has had a diverse ethnic
group of brothers and sisters gather together to wor-
Mary held Vacation Bible School in the summers ship God and serve in ministry. Although it was a
to introduce children and their families to the small church, it was still used by God through His
Word of God. She also established good grace and mercy. Truth Gospel Church has been a
relationships with parents and was able to share planting field. The church lent the site to several

(From page 19)

the Gospel with them. In her later years, churches that had problems with finding a venue
Minister Mary was unable o attend  the for assembling for Sunday service so the
church  on a regular basis due to hercongregation could continue to hear the Gospel.

deteriorating health. She always held the children Tryth Gospel Church has been a training field,
and youth ministries of the church close to her allowing Inter-High teachers to carry out the
heart and continued to stay in touch with many ministry and care for the souls of middle and
of the children and now adults. Many of them high school students. The teachers apply what
returned one more time to sing in her ‘children’s they learned here and bring this ministry to other

choir’ at her memorial service when she went
to be with the Lord in May 2018.

As Pastor Zhang got older, he became
physically weaker to the point where he was no
longer able to lead Truth Gospel Church in 2010.

" He eventually went to be with the Lord in

January 2014. At the time, Minister Mary and
Minister Mo continued to serve the church, along
with Brother Zhong Xin Cong and his wife Zhao
Ying Cao, Pastor Mei Liu, Sister Jean Day,
Brother Siu, Brother Simon Lam, Pastor Chow,
Pastor Chung, Pastor Calvin Chu, Pastor Daniel
Chan, Pastor Edmond Yeung, and Brother Steven
Chen. All these pastors and ministers have a
heart for loving God and others, and was willing
to help the church so that the calling of the
church to spread the Gospel was not interrupted.

At the same time, the youth and children
were growing up and their numbers were
increasing so the church was eager to find
additional  help. How  awesome and
unfathomable are God’s plans. An InterHigh
postcard appeared in the church mailbox one day.
This ministry provides spiritual mentors to
churches with limited resources for students in
the middle school and high school age groups.
This ministry had just begun and was looking for
churches that needed help. That’s exactly what
the church was looking for! After an in-depth
discussion between the two sides, Truth Gospel
Church partnered with InterHigh’s ministry. In
2010, a group of energetic and caring InterHigh
mentors started to lead the group at Truth Gospel
Church. Praise God! The church’s children and
youth ministry was revived!

churches with similar needs. Truth Gospel Church
has been a sowing field. Every Sun-day, there was
a foster shelter center that brought a group of
Chinese children to the church, giving the church
the opportunity to meet them and introduce the
gospel to them in their own Chinese language.
The pulpit of Truth Gospel Church has provided
an opportunity for several lay believers who
committed themselves to serve. They used this
pulpit to learn how to share God’s word and later
they answered God’s call to become full time
ministers and shep-herded other churches.

Although Truth Gospel Church remained a
small church, God continued to provide. In 1987, the
debt to Pastor Wong for the church property was fi-
nally paid off. Without the burden of debt, the church
could concentrate on ministry. When Truth Gos-
pel Church and Oakland Chinese Christian Church
consolidated into one church in 2013, the property
of Truth Gospel Church was sold. After the sale,
the entire income was combined with the savings
from the already existing church building fund from
each church for the purchase of this new church.

“I can do all things through Christ who strength-
ens me.” Philippians 4:13. This verse is engraved in
Chinese on the ground in the backyard of Truth Gos-
pel Church and has been with the church for more
than four decades. Up the mountains and down the
valleys, the door of Truth Gospel Church has been
kept open and no one can shut it as God has provided
faithful servants, one after another, to lead and care
for his sheep.

“I have set before thee an open door, and no

man can shut 1it.” Revelations 3:8
(See page 21)



(From page 20)

“Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and
weak knees.” Hebrews 12:12

“A bruised reed, he will not break, and a smol-
dering wick, he will not snuff out.” Isaiah 42:3

The above three verses have repeatedly been
the encouragement of the church and have also be-
come our encouragement, so that we can witness
the faithfulness of God. When we prayed to God
about difficulties, He strengthened our feeble hands
and steadied the knees that give way. Through God’s
strength, the church has been able to overcome many
difficulties and keep a group of loving and faithful
brothers and sisters who continue to spread the Gos-
pel. The flooding of the church did not close the
church door, instead it opened a new chapter in the
church history.

II - Looking forward.....

Today, I come to give thanks with the brothers
and sisters of Cross of Grace Christian Church. I sit
quietly in the church and look around. It is like the
church that I had imagined in my mind and I can’t
help but thank God. God gave us a church build-
ing and also kept the brothers and sisters in the two
churches faithfully supporting God’s ministries. In
the face of pastors leaving, pastors passing, declin-
ing church membership and difficulties with minis-
try, God continued to show His grace. Dear brothers
and sisters, if it was not through God’s grace, if it
was not through God’s strength, if it was not in God’s

- ..-
T
‘ |

plan, we could not be able to faithfully support God’s
ministry in the church. Hallelujah! If it was not with-
in God’s plan, how could Cross of Grace Christian
Church be established? Looking forward, our hearts
need to be in one accord, to serve and love one anoth-
er. Let this place fill with God’s love so that each one
can feel the warmth and have a sense of belonging in
this big family. Then, we can join hands to spread the
gospel and our love to others.
III - Looking around.....

Thanks to Pastor David Ling who gave us
the message the Sunday before we moved to the
new church location. Through his message, he en-
couraged us to adjust our “vision” and prepare for
the move into the new church. Thanks to Minister

ManKin Fan and his wife WaiLing Leung from th

San Francisco Bay Area Short Term Mission Center;
and thanks to brother Humphrey Lau and the broth-
ers and sisters from the center’s Oakland outreach
team. Soon after we moved to the new church, they
cheered for us, helped us to feel more acclimated in
this new environment. They went with us to visit -
the nearby Chinese community, passing out gospel
tracts at nearby supermarkets, promoting church
workshops and inviting people to come to our Sun-
day worship service. Their love for the Lord and for
other people have inspired me and encouraged the
church to spread the gospel. I hope that we will find
opportunities to show our care and spread the gospel
throughout the community.

IV - Looking up.....
(See page 30)

© By The Amiel Fellowship

Our transition in the past year has helped the Amiel Fellowship grow spiritually and closer as a

group. From a designated corner of the old dining room to our own room in the new church, this move has
given us a better environment to learn and serve in. With the “new” church mindset, we have been able to
refurbish our room with furniture, wall art, and new technology such a speaker and microphone. Decorat-
ing our own room has enabled us to take ownership of a room in our new church and have a bigger role

in the church as a whole. Considering our new location and reinforced part in the church, we have hosted
outreach like our Pumpkin Carving Event and bonding days like our Christmas Party. Aside from special
events, we have been able to hangout downtown and go on iTea/T4 and Habit runs. This location also
shortens the commute for many members and is closer to potential outreach areas. All in all, the Amiel
Fellowship has greatly benefitted from our recent move and is looking forward for what God has planned
for us!
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ebirth of
ging Churches o vt

hile splitting of a

church due to dif-
ferences of opinion within the
church’s leadership, whether the
differences are doctrinal or ad-
ministrative or even just preferen-
tial, is commonplace, merging of
two independent churches stands
out as breakthrough against the
trend and can arguably be called
as metamorphosis of church ag-
ing process. Going through and
reflecting upon the merging pro-
cess for the past year, I summa-
rize in the following three obser-
vations.

First, the birth of Cross of
Grace Christian Church is an em-
bodiment of the biblical teach-
ing of unity in Christ, as said in
Ephesians 4:3, “preserve the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.” In preserving the unity
of the Spirit, mind starts out first,
then evolves into discussion and
turns to actions. The two former
churches, True Gospel Christian
Church and Oakland Chinese
Christian Church, had the same
vision in early 2013, started the
discussion shortly, and official-
ly started Cross of Grace Chris-
tian Church in late 2013. Actions
speak volume and the merge of
the churches is the very act that
follows from the heart of the two
churches’ leaders in obeying the
truth.

Second, it makes perfect
economics sense to combine
two small independent churches,
in all aspects: human resource,
building expenses, utility costs,

and operating efficiency, just to

name a few. Now, the new church

has a more diverse leadership,

more financial and human re-

source, greater efficiency in op-

eration, and stronger influence

in community. With the renewed

strength, our new church is now

able to conduct more and broad-

er community outreach and in-

ternal programs which were hard

reaches for either of the former

churches, for example, the church

is now able to host children piano

recitals and wedding ceremonies.

This new church has provided us a
better platform for evangelism and
spiritual growth.

If merging of churches has
all these good outcomes, why has
it not happened more frequent-
ly than splitting? In fact, church
splitting statistically overwhelms
merging by a big margin. Merging
of churches is against the trend,
and fundamentally against human
instinct --- pride. Paul anticipated
this in Ephesians 4:2-3, “with all
humility and gentleness, with pa-
tience, showing tolerance for one
another in love, being diligent to
preserve the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.” 1t is a chal-
lenge and a lesson to all members,
especially the leaders, to be hum-
ble, gentle, with patience, showing
tolerance for one another. When an
issue comes up and one decision
needs to be made, different opin-
ions surface. It is a test for all to
decide how to act. Should one in-
sist on his/her opinions at all cost
or let unity take the top priority if

others’ opinions are acceptable?
Cross of Grace Christian Church
is trail-blazing in church growth
and transformation; people are
also growing, and learning the
reality of “being diligent to pre-
serve the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace”. In hindsight, the
first and biggest obstacle to uni-
ty is overcoming one’s own ego
--- sometimes it even means let-
ting go your “best solutions” and
accepting suboptimal results, and
letting church unity prevail.

On one hand, it is exciting |
to see how a biblical teaching
takes on a tangible form --- re-
birth --- in the church growth pro-
cess, and the many blessings that
come with our obedience. On the
other hand, it is only a beginning
of a higher road that transcends
church aging, and many chal-
lenges lie ahead in this uncharted
territory. We believe that the Holy
Spirit will continue to lead us if
we strive to preserve the unity.
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Lord.

8:29

IV - Looking up.....

The path is set before us. Let us join our hearts and out
hands together, looking up unto the Lord Jesus—the source of
strength. Let us raise our hands towards heaven and praise the

“May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day,
this place of which you said, ‘My name shall be there’so that you
will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place. ”’1 Kings
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O By Christine Lee

Cross of Grace has a special place in my heart. It is the church
where I first began to seek God and develop a personal relationship
with him. Here, I was mentored by leaders from Interhigh, baptized
with one of my closest friends, and discovered my passion for min-
istry. I will never forget the elders who supported me on my first
mission trip to South Africa, and the friendships and deep spiritual
conversations that I had with my peers.

Through Cross of Grace, God showed me what it looks like
to serve alongside members of a community. I spend most of the year at university, but whenever I return,
I am moved by the generosity and heart of servitude that the young adults have. Although our community
is small, I have seen God work in miraculous ways—and proof of this is seen with this blessing of a new
church building. I hope that with this new building, members of the congregation will be encouraged to
reach out and share the gospel with the residents of San Leandro and that community and fellowship with
prosper here.

O By Joshua Louie

Truth Gospel Church (TGC) holds a special place in my heart.
I had been attending before I could walk since both my parents and
my relatives attended/served at TGC. The physical site is a child-
hood memory for me: Sunday School lessons, birthdays, and imagi-
nary worlds of adventure on Sunday afternoons and during vacation
bible school in the summers.

TGC was my first introduction to Jesus and Christianity. Like
so many other kids from the Oakland area, TGC was where we were
first introduced to Jesus. Regardless where these kids are now, the
Gospel was imparted. It is my belief and reflection that God used
these many years that TGC was operating to introduce so many to '
who Jesus is. Wherever these kids ended up going in life and on
their spiritual journeys, God has used TGC to plant a seed.
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