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God’s Provisions (5 &8558 %)
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I didn’t always excel in school. During my elementary school years | didn’t like to do homework, nor did |
like learning. When | moved to San Lorenzo something changed for me. Being in a new environment surrounded
by people I didn’t know, made me turn to the Lord’s guidance. | had always acknowledged His presence in my
life, but moving to San Lorenzo made me rely on Him more. | remember earnestly praying to God for wisdom
and knowledge in all my classes. My work ethic augmented and | began to see changes in my academic level.
Once a below average student, now | am an above average student.

I am not writing this to brag about my achievements, but to testify to God’s shining light of grace in my life
for the past few years. Everytime | faced a challenge or an obstacle in academics or in life | have felt God’s
helping hand in my life. When | first entered high school | was afraid of being the freshman, the “new kid.” |
knew | was embarking on the threshold of an important educational journey that could determine where | went to
college and ultimately my future. During high school there were many times that | thought | wouldn’t be able to
pass a class, but in the end God always made things that seemed impossible to me, be possible.

My senior year in high school was the most exhilarating and stressful for me. |1 had to meet college
application deadlines, processing deadlines and also keep up with the rigorous schedule | had at school. My
personal statement was the hardest for me because | couldn’t make it personal; I didn’t know how to communicate
myself on paper. But God blessed me with a resource: the Early Academic Outreach Program. This program
assisted high school students in preparing for college. During November, this program sent a coordinator to come
to our school to review our personal statements and give us feedback on it. | was able to improve and by my tenth
draft | was able to produce a well-written paper. Whether or not | was accepted to colleges because of my
personal statement, | do not know, but | do know that this was one of the biggest obstacles for me and | overcame
it because of God’s provisions.

Waiting four months for college responses was very nerve wrecking; by the time colleges had their
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admission decisions on-line | was nervous beyond words. The last to post up their admission decisions was U.C.
Berkeley and by this time, this was the last college | needed to hear from. It took me a while to get onto the
website because a lot of people were checking their decisions also. By the time | did and saw that | was accepted |
was overjoyed.

I was happy that | was accepted to U.C. Berkeley not because it’s “well-known” or that it is one of the most
prestigious colleges in the country. Prior to applying, | visited the campus enough to know that Cal was too big,
competitive and liberal for me. | was happy because God heard my prayers and my worries of getting into a
college that was close to home, thus cutting down on my parent’s financial burden and allowing me to stay close
to my loved ones. Although there are a few factors that | listed that repel me from Berkeley, | thought about my
desire to conduct research with professors, and | know Berkeley will provide me with that along with a good life
science education before going into medical school.

Everytime | hear the word college now, | cringe because | know the work and challenges in college will be
ten times that of high school. Although college is completely different from high school, | know one aspect in my
life will remain constant and that is God. | am anxious to start college but also scared of the possibility of not
being able to handle the courses | take. But | know He will always be there to listen to my prayers and to guide
me. After all, “To be wise you must first obey the LORD. If you know the Holy One, you have
understanding.”(Proverbs 9:10).
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