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Jesus, the Christians’ Quintessence
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When It came from God,
It was timely and prepared

William Lam

Last September in a fellowship coworker
meeting we decided to have a 2-day 1-night retreat
in Monterey Bay in the Thanksgiving weekend,
which | felt was a decision pleasing to God and
believed that if God was willing all would go
smoothly. The coworkers prayed for the retreat at
each Friday’s prayer time besides praying
individually. Truman and | were entrusted with the
task of finding a location and we started going
through newspaper rental sections and searching
over the Internet as soon and thoroughly as possible.
But the news was not good: everything we looked
was either taken or too expensive, due to the major
holiday season. What made it more difficult is that
we budgeted the registration to be $30 per person
with discount for students. All most all vacation
rentals wanted clients to rent for the entire long
weekend. Then we turned our attention to hotel
suites. However, the hotels in a city as scenic as
Monterey were either prohibitively costly or had
only small suites that house only a small family; we
had ten people signed up. As time drew near, | was
a bit nervous and thought about changing location.
During this time, the fellowship kept on praying for
the retreat but nothing turned up until the second
week of November when it occurred to me that |
should check out the AAA tour guide. When |
opened the tour guide, there was a hotel, Lone Oak
Lodge, with a small advertisement for family suites.
This was the first hotel | called. After I told the
clerk about having 10 people in a large suite, she
said the hotel had just one deluxe suite of that size
but it was available only for the Thanksgiving night.
I was relieved but yet wanted to look around for
other hotels to see what else was available. Then 1
called Monterey’s tourist office that had a service to
locate suites and the result was that only Lone Oak
Lodge had one suite large enough to accommodate
10 people. I was fully convinced the Providential
guidance and saw how it was prepared just for our
needs and it came in such a timely manner.

One lapse in our decision for the retreat to
be in Thanksgiving weekend was that almost all
stores and restaurants closed on Thanksgiving day,
even fast food services, and | realized that after



making dozens of calls to restaurants in the
Monterey area. But God had prepared for us. The
Cannery Row area is a small section of Monterey
city and is a major tourist attraction where a couple
of up-scaled restaurants opened for business but
were to expensive for us. But we found what could
well be the place designated for us: a pizzeria that
had a menu fitted our pocket. It was a truly
thanksgiving dinner on Thanksgiving evening.

Further, we also prayed for a good weather
in late November because we had planned some

sightseeing excursions as part of the retreat program.

During the two days of retreat, we clearly saw how
our prayers affected the weather. On the first day,
we all prayed hard because the weather in the Bay
Area was forecast to have drizzles. When we

arrived in Monterey, it was a clear and beautiful day.

It was so fair and clear that some of us said that we
wouldn’t have to pray for the weather the following
day because it seemed that a sunny weather today
would not be possible to rain tomorrow. And indeed
we were lax in our praying effort that evening.
Early in the morning, as we drove to Carmel drops
of rain fell on our windshield and brought concerns
on people’s face. The drizzle taught us a lesson on
consistency of prayer. By God’s grace, the weather
improved and was clear when we arrived at
Carmel’s white beach. It would be unthinkable to
play tiger-hunter-gun game in a muddy beach.

The retreat taught us an unforgettable
real-life lesson on prayer and God’s amble and
timely supply.
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Testimony
Winnie Chiang

Dear Pastors and fellow Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,

Since | was young, I’ve been exposed to
Buddhism more than Christianity. My parents and
almost all of my close relatives are Buddhists.
Back then, | would occasionally go with my family
to a Buddhist temple to worship the gods there to
please my mother. Even so, | was not a religious
person.

One night from a few years ago, Uncle
Shadrach read the first few chapters of Genesis to
me. Afterwards, Auntie gave me a Bible as a
gesture to continue on reading. In the beginning, |
was eager to read the stories in the Bible. But as
time went by, | found it harder and harder to be
interested in it because | like to finish reading a
book fast. It was hard for me to understand more
than two chapters per day. Eventually, | gave up
on reading the Bible.

About two years ago, | suddenly had an
interest in reading the Bible again. | felt it was
because my Mom’s illness had gotten worser. |
also began to pray every night for God to help my
family overcome this obstacle. As I read the Bible
more, | came to believe in God more. | didn’t
believe in Jesus then because | haven’t read up to
the New Testament yet. Despite my prayers, my
Mom’s condition kept getting worser.

Then one day I told my Auntie that | have a
very hard time coping with this stress.  She
advised me to try coming to Church, so I did. 1am
very thankful for God in bringing me here to this
Church because the atmosphere in here is complete
different from the outside world. | feel very
peaceful in here, being away from all the
temptations of committing sins. By bringing me to
Church, 1 think God was also trying to tell me that
there are certain problems that I cannot face by just
praying on my own; that | need assistance from
other fellow believers. With the help of my Auntie,
Uncle, and brother’s prayers, my Mom’s condition
became better. Even though she hasn’t completely
healed yet, I always prayed for God to give strength
and patience to my siblings and myself as He

proceeds on with the best plan that he has for my
family. It was through my Mom’s illness, that I
came to know God and Christ.

I came to believe in Christ on the night of
the Christmas Concert. After | learned how much
Jesus sacrificed for me, | feel very fortunate to have
a God, who would love me so much that he would
send his one and only son to die for my sins, so that
I can have eternal life and my spirit will not perish
forever.

After | believed in Christ, I began to take more
notice of my actions toward others, particularly to
non-believers, like my co-workers because they
know that | am a Christian now. | don’t want to
give them a bad impression of Christianity. |
always try to do what is right in the eyes of God; to
obey his commands. Sometimes, | wonder what
makes me so special for God to choose me among
many unbelievers to become a Christian. In any
case, | pray for assistance from God to successfully
carry out my mission to evangelize and other
purposes that he wants me to serve. | don’t want to
let God down in all the hopes and discipline that he
has for me. | don’t want Christ to sacrifice for me in
vain.

How Many Do You Know
From the Bible ?
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