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Joy on Ice
William Lam

The Emmanuel Fellowship has a tradition of
going on a ski trip every winter during California’s
rainy season. We usually try to choose a Saturday
after a spell of rain and it has also to be before our
Saturday Tutoring Class starts. The window of time
is only a couple of days. This time we picked
January 29. The first few weeks in January were
mostly fair, so we were all jazzed about being able to
ski again. However, on Monday of the week we had
picked, rain was forecast through Saturday, and it
was quite accurate the following days. The bad
weather drenched the Bay Area. Some were
especially disappointed because it had not rained for
several weeks until then. If we could not go on the
20" we would have to wait until the next season.
Some people said that we should pray for a sunny
Saturday. But the rain continued and it really poured
on Friday. One of us called the 800# Friday morning
to check the road condition to Tahoe, and was
informed that chains would be required. It goes
without saying : we were a little worried. But then
the weather took a turn on Friday afternoon and the
latest forecast was for a chance of snow in Tahoe on
Saturday. We decided to go.

We had two cars, one going on Friday night
and the other on Saturday morning. Those going on
Friday stayed in Kelley’s house in Sacramento. The
hostess was so hospitable that she repeatedly invited
us to stay overnight and eat at her place for a night
snack and breakfast. Certainly, we could not resist
such hospitality. The delicious nighttime snack fed
us so well that many of us fell into sleep quickly
once the light was off. The breakfast was also
another energizing meal. The stay was short, yet the
bond of love among brothers and sisters would be
long lasting.

The other car that started on Saturday morning
met with us at the Boreal Ski Resort. Although we
left at different times, different locations and drove
at our own pace, we arrived within 20 minutes of
each other, and parked on separate rows but within
only a couple of car lengths. The proximity of space
and time permitted us to care for each other and
proceed as a group.

The snow from the past days proved to be a
great blessing. The fresh snow was simply
magnificent. The sky was ocean blue and the day
was gorgeous. We all had great fun on the slopes,

some on skis and others on their backs and faces.
The beginners were coached by more advanced
skiers and guided through the round-around green
track. We were all impressed by how well some
beginners skied, who had a tough time standing on
skis when the last time our fellowship went. Some
dare-devil skiers tried on the black diamond
advanced slopes and the free-style bumps. Serene
was exited that she tried many times on blue
diamond intermediate slopes without falling.

Around noon, we gathered for lunch. Some of
us bought lunch beforehand. Then we were all
pleasantly surprised that Wayne brought a dozen
sandwiches and some drinks for all of us. He was so
thoughtful that he even carried a bag of vegetables
personally prepared for us to go with the sandwiches.
Although it was lunch on ice, the love of this brother
demonstrated in such a meticulous fashion gave us
great joy and warmth.

The adventure on the snowy mountain
continued in the afternoon until we were all worn
out and the sun cast golden rays on the slopes. Albeit
thoroughly exhausted, we were happily satisfied.

On the way home, we stopped by Sacramento
to have dinner. The recommendation of the
restaurant turned to be outstanding and we all had a
great feast and sharing time. When the bill came
someone proposed that we treat Kelley, who
received us on Friday night, and Wayne, who came
just to drive the Saturday group and prepared for the
lunch for all of us. The group roared with approval —
it was a consummate expression of Christian love
among brothers and sisters.

It is a memorable trip with suspense that tickles
our faith. At the end we all see the great blessing that
accompanied with our prayers, the overflowing love
among brothers and sisters, and the joy from the
children of God under His loving care and provision.

Here are some comments from those who
went :

William :  This is one of the best ski trips I have
ever gone to, in terms of snow condition, group
affinity and, of course, fun.

Wayne : I wish I could ski like a pro (in my
dream). I also have a wonderful time to see
everyone having a good time. I enjoy driving as I
haven't seen the snow for a long time.

Agnes :  I've almost gone through the beginner
level since I have a lot of "teachers”, who are very
skillful and advanced trainers, in our Fellowship.
It’s really fun.

Henry :  Every time I go to ski, I praise our 6od.



His creation is wonderful. And we have fun when

we Christians enjoy our time together.

Eugenia :  "Mountains bow down and the seas will

roar at the sound of Your Name.” This song

kept repeating in my head as I was riding the ski

lift, looking at God's creation.

Gary : I really have fun. Snow condition is good.

This is the first time I tried the advanced slope.

We should go to Boreal again next time.
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