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Alex & Sally:

Chank GOD for giving us good weather during the
retreat weekend and a good chance to review our relationship

with GOD.

Agnes:

Chank be to God! He comforts and feaches me
through His message in a book -
Life”
this past summer. J am glad that J got a chance fo

“ The Purpose Driven

when J was facing a lot of difficulties and trials

prepare a session and do presentation regarding this book
in our 2005 Fellowship Ketreat. J have learned God’

s wltimate goal for our life on earth is not comfort, but
character development. He wants us to grow wp spiritually
and become like Christ. The author, Rick Warren, told
us that Christ likeness is all about transforming our
characters. Al my wpset and  frustration  for  those
difficulties and challenges in my life were unloaded while
reading this book and after the presentation. We should
“ Life Js Not About Us”

s purpose. God gives us our time on earth fo

never forget that . We exist

for God’
bwild and strengthen our character for heaven. When J
recall my experience in the midst of trials, J find J
am lack of faithfulwess to Lord, lack of love and kindness
lo others, poor in patience, and limited of self-control.
Praise the Lord! He always has greater goodness in store
Jor us. Lord refreshes me to get nearer to Him through
the trials, the preparation for and participation in this
retreat. Lord reminds my characler for heaven has been
transforming while walking with Him on the earth.

“ Even though T walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, J will fear no evil for you are with me; your

rod and your staff, they combort me.”  (Psalms 23:4)

Eugenia:

Praise the Lord! The weather, message, food, and
activities were great! Che LORD provided abundantly for
us! Che serene environment allowed me to reflect on my
walk with God this past year as well as what J need
to change in my life in order "to act justly and to love

mercy and to walk humbly with [my] God" (Micah 6:86).



Praise the Lord!
Eugenia

By God’s grace, Emmanuel Fellowship
was able to find a place to hold our retreat this
past September during Labor Day weekend.
Since it was Labor Day weekend, there was a bit
of a hindrance when trying to find a place that
was open for lodging, “but with God all things
are possible” (Matthew 19:26b). Overall, I’d say
everything went really well; the best out of the
other fellowship retreats! This year our theme
for retreat was “Walking with God,” and that
theme encompasses a lot. Under this theme, we
had sessions about improving our serve in
church, having Christian values in school/work,
finding out our sole purpose in life, and finding
meaning in our sufferings.

During the retreat | experienced the
power of faithful prayer. Before the retreat, |
prayed for the weather, the overall organization
of our retreat as well as the safety of our trip. |
also prayed that | would be able to sleep, since |
have an inability to sleep in foreign places,
namely a place that is other than the bed in my
San Lorenzo home. Other than worry about
whether or not | will be able to sleep, | put it all
in the hands of God, trusting that He will
provide enough shut-eye for me to function for
the next day. Praise the Lord, because during the
first night 1 was able to sleep three to four hours
and | didn’t feel lethargic at all and was able to
focus during the sessions! The second night
went even better! Just as | was finishing my
prayer, | fell asleep, waking only once for a
brief moment then falling back asleep until
dawn. Praise the Lord because if | didn’t have
enough sleep | wouldn’t have enjoyed the
retreat as much as | did. In the past, it never
crossed my mind to pray to God for help with
my problem, but once | did, | see that there’s
nothing my God cannot do! Since He created
mountains so majestic and cells so microscopic,
He can surely help me with my problem and He
did!

After this retreat, | found that there is an
importance to going on retreats. It takes us away
from the distractions and secular environment
that we live in today. We are constantly being

bombarded with many things that fall short of
God’s standards or don’t agree with God’s word
i.e. broken families, divorce, violence, drugs,
gambling, evolution etc. It’s so easy to be
caught up in this world and to be tempted to do
things that God doesn’t want us to do. But
retreats offer us a period of tranquility in which
we can quietly reflect on God’s words and to get
closer to God so that we may understand our
role as a Christian and what we
should/shouldn’t do because of our identity with
Christ so that when we have to face the world
again we will be ready with the strength and
word of God. This year, | left retreat in awe of
God, knowing God’s purpose for my life, and
motivated to continue my walk with God.

To end, I would like to share with you
something that | saw that is a good example of
serving the Lord with a cheerful heart.

Although | did sleep better the second
night, I awoke in the morning, probably before 7
a.m., to the sound of a man singing hymns in
Spanish. He was really loud! I thought to myself,
the guy is really rude for singing so early in the
morning, doesn’t he know that people are still
sleeping?! I shared a cabin with Sally Wong and
Agnes, and after Agnes left to get ready for the
morning, | decided to get up since | couldn’t go
back to sleep with the man’s singing. As I
approached the women’s restroom, the singing
got louder. When 1 passed the men’s room
(adjacent to the women’s restroom), the door
was open and a man was wiping and cleaning
the mirror as he was singing. When he saw my
reflection in the mirror he greeted me with a
hearty “Good morning!” with a voice so
powerful and strong. I was caught off guard so |
mumbled a quick “good morning.” By the time |
remembered to say “Buenos Dias,” Spanish for
“Good Morning,” he was already bellowing out
another verse of a hymn. The only hymn |
recognized was “Onward, Christian Soldiers!”
As | was sitting comfortably in Wayne’s car
(thank you Wayne for driving!) | was reflecting
on retreat, and what really stood out in my mind
was how that man has his heart in the right place.
In Ephesians 6:7 it says, “Serve wholeheartedly,
as if you were serving the Lord, not men.” Yes,
he may be washing the bathrooms for people to



use, but the way he serves indicates that he’s
doing it for the Lord.

God sees every task we do and
furthermore He sees our hearts when we serve.
Thus, it’s not about what we do but about the
way we go about serving our Lord. | praise and
thank the Lord for ending the retreat on such an
uplifting note for me!

N A A A A N N N N N N IS I N S N N S N N~~~

A Couple of Reflections

on the Retreat in Occidental
William Lam

This year the Emmanuel fellowship held its
retreat in the Redwood Alliance Conference
camp ground in Occidental, California. The
facilities there are much better than those in the
first two retreats. It came with a cozy meeting
room, rustic living quarters, a spacious dinning
room, a two-story indoor gymnasium, and a
heated swimming amid the lush red woods and
winding roads. In this retreat, all attendants
were grouped to study a specific area of life by
reading spiritual books. Each group then
presented what they had learned and educated
others.

All groups spent a lot time in preparation
and gave well organized presentations. Only
time had prevented us from delving into more
details. The emphasis was on applying biblical
principles to daily living. Many people had read
through a couple of books. For some, it was
probably the first time they read a book on
spiritual subject. During the sessions, some
people shared very moving life stories about the
difficulties they encountered and how they
overcame them through Christ. Some of the
testimonies were probably given for the first
time to a group. | was deeply touched by their
emotions and honesty and faith. | agreed with
them that we find ourselves closer to God when
life becomes more difficult. One of my favorite

psalms that | had prepared for the retreat
comforted me. In Psalm 139, it says “All the
days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be”. That is, all our
days are not accidents in God’s hand and He had
long ago ordained them to be. He cares for us
because “you created my inmost being; you knit
me together in my mothers” womb.” (Psalm
139:13). | have appreciated more of this love of
one’s children after my daughter Rachel was
born. In response to His love, | hope we all have
the heart as King David said in Psalm 139:23-24
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me
and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.”

During the retreat, we also reminded of
each other that when hardship comes we are at
an intersection; one direction leads us to
complaining and hence distancing ourselves
from God, and another direction brings us closer
to God through prayers and obedience. After all,
situations may ease up over time or even turn
out to be a false alarm. However, this difference
in attitude produces two opposite results in our
spiritual state. The first attitude alienates us
from God and weakens our faith, while the other
attitude confirms God’s faithfulness and
strengthens our trust in Him. During a trial, we
might have the urge to ask God what this
happened and feel self-pitied. We discussed
whether it was fruitful to know the real reasons.
We concluded that in practice we often would
not know the real reasons, and that we should
overcome through faith as one cannot please
God without faith.

This retreat helps me to appreciate more
the warmth, encouragement, and enlightenment
brought by sharing of real life experiences of
believers. The sharing brought us closer
together as brothers and sisters. | believe this
kind of spiritual fellowship is very much craved
by many of us and, in my opinion, is
fundamental to a healthy growth of church.



A Lesson Learned But

PBPGINFWMY
Eugenia Zhang

*You must be thinking what my title means.
It will be explained later on.*

There is a search engine on the internet
called www.askjeeves.com. You type in a
question i.e. why is the sky blue? And after
you click the “Ask” button the following
webpage will list different websites pertaining
to the nature of your question. Now | don’t
know about you, but | often wondered:
wouldn’t it be great if there was a website
called www.askGod.com? | could type in my
questions i.e. what do you want me to do with
my life? or should I help my friend even if I’'m
breaking the rules? Then I’d click “Ask” and
God will give me an answer with an
explanation. Then | won’t always have to feel
doubtful or emotionally distressed every time
I am met with a difficult situation. Of course
there is no such website, but there is a way for
one to know how God wants us to approach
each situation, and that is through prayer and
reading the Bible. Well of course you all knew
that. I, being the American, always want my
answers promptly. | just want a clear “yes” or
“no” from God and | will be content.

I was thinking of this after a situation
happened with a friend. We had summer
school together taking physics, and she had
asked me to help her out. She wanted to
borrow my information for getting a summer
carpool permit. As you all know or may not
know, California universities have been
increasing tuition fees as well as parking fees.
It is cheaper for one to carpool than to drive
alone. She said she would give me the money
and all 1 had to do was to tell the parking and
transportation department that | wanted a
carpool permit. She had asked me once before
and | told her I’d ask my parents, but | forgot
to give her an answer, and by the time I
remembered, she had found someone else. But
this time, I couldn’t say “no.” | was afraid of
the awkward feeling and disappointment she

would feel towards me, and | didn’t want to
disappoint her. So | did it, but with silent
protest and lack of faith inside. I was afraid
the parking attendants would find out that she
was not really carpooling with anyone but was
driving with two carpool permits, and then |
will get in trouble. Most people who know me,
knows that | go by the book. I like black and
white but unwelcome gray areas. If there is a
chance something could go wrong, | will
avoid it. Summer passed and physics
preoccupied my mind. | didn’t get in trouble,
but when she asked me the second time to
help her get a carpool permit for the fall
semester, | told her I’d call her back and think
about it. 1 had four hours to think about it.
And one thing kept running through my mind:
Romans 14:23b “everything that does not
come from faith is sin.” | knew that it was
unlikely that I would be receiving rides from
her because we don’t have the same classes
together in the fall. But I didn’t want to
disappoint her by saying “no.” | was in a
dilemma.

If you’re reading this and find it amusing,
| don’t blame you. | tend to make a big deal
out of nothing. I’m even thinking about not
submitting this for the newsletter. But if
you’re reading this, then obviously [I’ve
decided that | want to share it with you all.
But wait, what was my answer you ask? My
answer was “No I’m sorry, | can’t help you
this time.” Did | feel better? Not at all. I felt |
had disappointed my friend and had sent a
mixed message to her since | had helped her
out before. I wanted to know if my actions
were wrong or right. | prayed to God for an
answer, and pretty soon God helped me search
for the answer.

For Emmanuel Fellowship’s Retreat in
September, | was involved in partly leading a
session on how to walk with God in school
and work. In preparation for the session | read
a book called “The Survival Guide for
Christians on Campus” by Tony Campolo and
William Willimon (I was reading this book
about a week after this incident with my friend



happened). Towards the last few chapters of
the book there is a chapter titled “How do |
know what’s right?” That was exactly the
question that popped in my head when my
friend asked me to help her and that is also the
question | ask when I’'m faced with a sticky
situation. Both authors pointed out that in the
Bible, Jesus didn’t come to destroy the law,
and that Jesus acknowledged that the laws of
Scripture were “helpful and good,” but “more
than obedience to the law was required in
order to foster the *higher’ righteousness that
God’s kingdom demands.” (p.108). Like the
apostle Paul said “a person is justified not by
the works of the law but through faith in Jesus
Christ” (Galatians 2:16). | am always caught
up with doing what’s “right.” Although I have
read this verse many times and know it in my
heart, | realize that | didn’t apply it to my life.
I know it’s not by works | am saved, but by
God’s grace. But without consciously
realizing it, | see that | do try to do what’s
right in order get on God’s good side. Of
course, doing what is right, following His
word, will please Him, but not when we think
that doing what is right will save us.
Sometimes I lose sight of that.

Another thing that the authors brought up
tells me that everything is not black and white
therefore “sometimes we must make decisions
not only on the basis of the law but also on the
basis of our assessment of the possible results
of our actions. ‘Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law’ (Romans 13:10)” (p. 109). The above
quote is concisely written and explains what
Paul says in Romans 13 and that is: love is the
summation of all the other commandments.
The only rule we need to live by is love; love
God and love others as ourselves. As
Christians our purpose in life is to imitate
Christ and to become Christ-like, thus we
should follow what Jesus’ did while he was on
Earth. There were times when Jesus
intensified the law (i.e. Matthew 5:21-22,
27-28), and there were times when Jesus
“broke the law” in order to “reach out in love

-10 -

to specific people in specific situations (i.e.
Matthew 12:9-12).” (p.112) but in each
situation Jesus abided by the law of love.
After reading this section, | was still doubtful
about the way | handled the situation with my
friend. But I did learn a lot. I learned that gray
areas will appear and | can’t avoid them, and
that | have to assess each situation and assess
it using love in my action. Perhaps, if | had
helped my friend, she would have seen God’s
love through my action (my friend knows that
I am a Christian). I don’t know this. But | do
know this, even if what I did was wrong, not
only did God teach me a lesson on love, He
has forgiven me at the end of the day when I
pray and ask God to forgive me of my
wrongdoings against Him or others, for | am
“not justified by observing the law, but by
faith in Jesus Christ...because by observing
the law no one will be justified.” (Galatians
2:16). Who knew that such a simple basic
concept of Christianity took me so long to
learn? During Emmanuel Fellowship’s retreat,
| learned that | was created to become like
Christ, thus God puts us through sufferings
and in tough situations to develop our
character. Although God has taught me a
lesson on love, there is still much to learn
about God’s word, so when you see me do
something wrong or see me having difficulty
in doing what’s “right” according to God’s
word,

REINENMY

With Me Yet
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