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Not Laboring in Vain
Eugenia Zhang

The Emmanuel Fellowship Committee was
formed towards the end of 2004, and since then
I have been a part of and have served as
secretary on the committee for over a year now.
When first called to be part of the committee, |
was both excited but also scared of the
responsibility of being a committee member. |
have always considered myself as someone who
is spiritually stuck in elementary bible school. I
don’t know the twelve tribes of Israel, the
twelve disciples, or the names of all the
sixty-six books in the Bible. What could I have
to offer to the committee? I still don’t know.
Sometimes, | feel so guilty, because I try but I
can’t really contribute to the committee besides
the paperwork stuff. I record the minutes
during meetings, type them up, distribute them
to committee members as well as send out
weekly email announcements regarding Friday
night fellowship.

But there is one thing I learned by being
on the committee, and that is to persevere and
not give up because of setbacks. I recall an
instance that can testify to my claim. Emmanuel
Fellowship decided to host a welcoming
gathering on a Sunday afternoon after worship,
to welcome students from Laney College to a
new academic semester. Preparations were made
and times were arranged to spread the word out
at Laney College on a weekday. Everyone
prepared well for the program, whether it was
testimonies, games, songs etc. We waited, and
waited until it was well over a half an hour to an
hour, before we decided to go ahead and start
the program regardless of attendance. We ended
up having the program amongst ourselves. I left
that day very disappointed in the turnout and
questioned God as to why it seems like
sometimes our repeated attempts in reaching out
to non-believers seems futile. To be honest, after
seeing our church go through twenty plus years
of minute growth and stagnant attendance, it
gets pretty disheartening. I know no one comes
out to say this, but I'm pretty sure I’'m not the
only one with this sentiment. The desire to give
up is great; the low expectations soon become
an unwanted accompaniment to our attempts. To
me, my lack of confidence in our attempts to
bear spiritual fruit is a like a thorn to my side.

11 -

But praise God, because I now understand
what it means to trust in God, knowing that He
will always provide what is best for us, in HIS
time. There is a reason for everything. Thus
there must be a reason for what happened on our
welcome day. For me, I learned that we must
always press forward, “Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead...”
(Philippians 3:13b). Yes, we all experience
setbacks and disappointments, but we should
learn from it and move on. God’s mission for us,
as Christians, is to spread the gospel. It is not us
who can cause people to turn to God, but God
Himself, for “neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God who makes
things grow.” (1Corinthians 3:7). When we are
faced with repeated disappointments and
setbacks when spreading the gospel, I'm pretty
sure Satan uses them to try to prevent us from
moving forward in spreading the gospel. But to
give up is the opposite of what we should do. To
give up means that we do not acknowledge the
presence of God and what He can do for us. To
GIVE UP means to GIVE INTO Satan’s
schemes. Having experienced these setbacks,
what should we do? In Jesus’ words, “Watch
and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation.” (Matthew 26 : 41) It’s tempting
and easy to give up, but we have to remember
that our strength comes from God, not from
ourselves.

Looking back on the year 2005, I saw the
many times that God has provided for us..
Whether it is the weather for a fellowship
outdoor event, the scheduling, content and
program of retreat, or just sustaining each and
every one of us through each day, God provides!
Also, our outreach tabling at Laney College
have led to several walk-ins to our church as
well as fellowship. I hope that in the coming
year our committee will grow closer to God and
that God will allow us to reach out to those who
don’t have a personal relationship with Him. As
always, there will be chances of hindrances,
because as long as there are people laboring for
the Lord, Satan will be right there trying to
thwart our mission of spreading the good news.

“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.
Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. How are you
doing! For your benefits, thank you for taking little
time reading the following blessed sharing:

It is time for filing the US individual Tax Return.
It reminds me that bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house where
is the church you / I usually attend. This is assigned to
His people. The truth that paying tithes is just as paying
tax to God. However, His tax refund is immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine.

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house, and try me now in this, says
the Lord of hosts, if I will open for you the windows of
heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there
will not be room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:10.
Also read 3:11-12, “and I rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your
ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in
the field.” Say the Lord of hosts. “And all nations will
call you blessed. For you will be a delightful land.”

-12 -

Says the Lord of hosts. It means so do it, your labor is
not in vain in the Lord and the harvest will follow you.
More people will appreciate to believe in Jesus the
Savior. Your home and church will be a delightful
place. Halleluia! To God be grateful and be glorified.
That’s right, no IRS on earth does that like the
kingdom of God. Praise the Lord! Therefore, paying
tithe/tax to the God’s kingdom, God is longing His tax
refund for you is to fill your cup of blessings running
over. Alleluia! What a wonderful experience to keep on
faith in God.” Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed is the man / woman who trust in Him.” Psalm
34:8. God’s desire is whoever does His word will be
greatly prosperous, and will like to bless others too.
Blessings and love in Christ,
God’s trust we are experiencing
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